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travelling of the weekly circuit, and they were delivered before
co-operative societies, trade unions, workmen's educational asso-
ciations, local labour parties, miners' lodges, and suitable political
organizations. Those who have done educational work of this
kind know that among these specially selected groups of working
men there are some of the best brains in the country (one of the
best-informed students of metaphysics that I ever met was a working
miner in the county of Durham), and that their questions, following
the lectures, are often of a searching character. Four or five
lectures of this kind each week, with daily travelling, and a fresh,
sleeping place each night for months on end, proved to be an
exhausting business, and after a year or two the strain began to
show itself in an impaired digestion and in protracted insomnia.
The fee paid by the Fabian Society was fifteen shillings per lecture,
and travelling expenses, the weekly earnings amounting to three
pounds, out of which London lodgings had to be paid. Sometimes
hospitality was provided where the lectures were given, but this
was unusual, and I had, in consequence, to take additional lecturing
engagements on free nights and on Sundays in order to pay my
meagre hotel bills.
After this arrangement had gone on for some time Mr. Pease,
the secretary of the society, wrote asking me whether I was satisfied
with it, and in reply I sent him a detailed account of my expenditure
for the previous week. The question of my remuneration had
been raised by Mr. John Martin at a meeting of the executive
committee, when one of my reports was being considered. I
should never have raised the matter. The result of Mr. Martin's
intervention was that I was granted one pound per week, when
travelling, towards my lodging expenses. The harshest critic of
the Fabian Society could not say that it squandered its money,
I have many reasons for believing that these lectures were helpful
to those who heard them, for I have received pleasant references to
them from men who later became Labour members of Parliament,
or otherwise made their mark in public life. I gave these courses
of lectures in Scotland, in the Border towns, in Northumberland,
Durham, and in the Cleveland, West Riding, and other parts of
Yorkshire. They were also delivered in the Midlands and the
Eastern and Home Counties. It was work that required more
strength than I then possessed, and the end came while I was
speaking in the district of Newcastle-on-Tyne. For several nights
I tried to give the lectures seated, but on the 5th November 1898